ventilation that the requirement for maintaining line brat-
tices to within 10 feet of the face implies that they be so
maintained at all mine faces, including idle faces.

Mr.   Meadows  pointed  out  that  the  respondent's   old  venti-
lation  plan simply  paraphrased  the  requirements   of   section
75.302-l(a),   which required that  line  brattices  be  maintained
to within  10  feet  of  the  area  of  deepest penetration  of  the
working  face.     The purpose  in  adding  the  new language  was  to
distinguish between  "working  faces"   as  it  existed   in   the   law
and plan at  that  time and "all  faces  in all working  places"
(Tr.   140).

Mr.   Meadows  also pointed out  that section   75.308   makes
reference  to methane accumulations   in  face  areas   of  working
places,   and line  brattices  are  not   specifically mentioned.
While there  are regulatory definitions   for  the  terms   "working
places"   and   "working   faces,"   there   is   no  definition   of   a   face.
However,   he believes  that one must  assume  a definition  from
past  experience,   enforcement,   and  research.     "Faces"   would
result after  one   has   "worked a   face."     Once a   "working   face"
has  been cut,   mined,   and  loaded,   the dropping   of   the  word
"working"  means   "it's  no  longer  being  worked,   it  now becomes
a   face"   (Tr.   141).

Mr.   Meadows  referred to a  February 1969  Bureau  of  Mines
pamphlet,  Exhibit ALJ-1,   and pointed out  that  the  term  "work-
ing face"   is  not  used.     He described the  ventilation  tests
covered by  the publication,  and he  indicated  that  when  a   con-
tinuous  miner  penetrates   a coalbed,   it extracts  coal  from a
working  face.     When  the  miner  ceases  operation,   that  working
face becomes  a face,   and   if  he  were  to conduct  a  study  simi-
lar  to the one  covered in  the publication,   he  would  refer   to
the  "working  face"   simply as a  "face"   similar  to  the refer-
ence made  in  the  publication   (Tr.   142-143).

Mr.   Meadows   stated  that  the respondent's  mines   freely
liberate methane  at all  faces,   including  idle  faces,   and  that
the mines  are  among  the  top 10   percent of  all mines   nation-
ally with respect  to  methane  liberation   (Tr.   144-145).

Referring  to  the sketch of  the  No.   2  entry of   the  No.   7
Mine,   exhibit G-3,   Mr.   Meadows   stated that  he  would  consider
the areas marked  "X"   and   "Y"  as  faces.     If  coal  were  being
cut at  "X"  and not at  "Y,"   he would  consider  the  former   a
working  face,   and  the  latter  an  idle  face.     He  explained  that
the reason  the  language  "all  faces"   was  included  in   the  MSHA
approval  letters   accompanying  the respondent's  ventilation
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